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The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), is a 
specialised agency of the United Nations, based in Rome. It leads international 
efforts to defeat hunger and improve nutrition and food security. Its Latin 
motto is:

“fiat panis”

“let there be bread” 

In support to the FAO, our Independent Aotearoa FSSD Rōpu/Group, going 
forward shall join with the FAO in fervour and hope at this time of global crisis 
by embracing Hippocrates’ (the Father of Medicine) motto: 

“Let food by thy medicine and medicine be thy food.”

“He kai he rongoā he rongoā he kai”

Farming without harming, 
together we’ll make it better.

Logo sourced from http://www.fao.org/home/en/
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1.  Prince Charles’ Speech, which he delivered at the World Economic Forum 
50 year anniversary in January 2020 (just before COVID-19 hit).  

2. David Suzuki’s Speech, which he delivered at the 1992 UN Earth Summit 
held in Rio, Brazil in 1992. The convener emailed this to all participants of 
the FSSD event held on March 26th 2021, as only selected lines where read 
out by the convener during the Dialogue.  

Significantly, our June 2021 efforts have meant shifts and now we are focusing on: 

➺  SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production;

➺  SDG 14: Life below water; 

➺  SGD 10: Reduced Inequalities, and

➺  Action Track 3: Nature Positive Production.

The main reasons for these shifts can be read in detail within each Facilitator 
Feedback Form, and through the Convener’s lens here:

1. Table 1 – Food Waste Reduction 

 Table 1 focused on actions government, business and community can take to 
reduce food waste. For example, government needs to issue a definition of 
‘food waste’ and support measurement projects. Business and government 
need to enable food waste innovation, such as upcycling. For community, 
food waste education needs be incorporated into schools and urban 
farming/ composting infrastructure supported..

 An adjunct aim includes the need for Compost Creation and Education to 
give major heed to Food Waste as a significant positive national resource, 
never acknowledged to this degree in importance before in the history of 
Aotearoa to assist with the Climate Change threat and fresh-water health 
restoration. Soil carbon, part of the make-up of compost acts as a water 
quality filter—SDG 14, Life Below Water.

 Due to engagement and workload, facilitators are holding wheel spoke 
dialogues between the three main FSSD. Table 1 had it’s first wheel spoke 
dialogue on food waste innovation on the 16 July 2021.  

2. Table 2 – Better Nutrition for Better Health 

 Keeping a strong commitment to SDG 12 this table is ensuring that we as 
a population are very aware of current eating patterns and what we need 
to be buying to eat for our health resilience via more nutrient dense food 
being produced. (Ultimately food has to be easily accessible at affordable 
prices for all and this is the subject at Table 3).

 Table 2’s focus intersects directly with Action Track 3—nature positive 
production where the focus is on how we can source and buy our food 

Overview

Very positively, we can report that we have now completed three Independent 
Food System Summit Dialogue’s (FSSDs) and thus have ‘a series’ underway. 

The dates of our FSSD have been June 2020, March 2021 and June 2021. Our next 
planned Dialogue is the first Friday in October, 2021. We then aim to have three 
dialogues each year through until the first Friday in October 2035, which is to 
give recognition to the 200 year anniversary of he Whakaputunga—Declaration 
of Independence—signed 28th October 1835.

With each of our tables there seems to be increasing energy levels, speed, 
acceptance of ideas and go forward, which as Convener has been tremendous 
to witness and provide encouragement and support to. In March we had 29 
attendees and in June 32. 

Facilitators are our change agents driving the mitigation(s) identified by their 
participants. Their feedback forms have been well written and collated so these 
have been included as stand-alone files to be read in conjunction with this report.   

Source: https://summitdialogues.org/

A reminder that our independent aims are to identify core issues that cause food 
system pollutants to soil and waterways and agricultural emissions. This aim for 
our world has just tightened given the Amazon Basin is no longer a sink but an 
emitter. 

Again, as part of the build up to attending our 18th June Dialogue, all participants 
at each Table were emailed one or some pertinent ‘participatory paper(s)’ which 
can be found as links on the Feedback Forms—a new addition to the process/
system of the FSS Dialogues, with the obvious benefit of enabling well-informed 
engagement to take place at pace from the start of the breakout session. 

Interestingly we have had a shift in our trajectory whereby, again to remind the 
reader, our March 2021 efforts focused on: 

1. SDG 12 - responsible production and consumption, and 

2. Action Track 2 – shift to sustainable consumption patterns. 

Where supporting evidence for these particular focuses were due to acknowledging 
the significance of two global speeches:

54

https://edition.cnn.com/videos/weather/2021/03/12/amazon-rain-forest-deforestation-destruction-fires-greenhouse-gases-carbon-dioxide-methane.cnn
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Framework
Our June 18th 2021 FSSD completely embraced the same FSSD framework 
reported for 16th March 2021, with the addition of the pre-reading called 
participatory papers as suggested by each Facilitator via email to all their table 
participants, one week prior to the FSSD taking place. 

Breakout Tables Overview
There were three breakout tables, led by the dialogue facilitator and supported by 
a scribe. Each facilitator invited a diverse group of stakeholders who interact with 
the food supply chain, such as those working in government, industry, research 
institutions, community representatives and iwi.

The three tables were:

Table 3 Food SovereigntyTable 2 NutritionTable 1 Waste

The question each table was to focus on was to help them provide solutions on 
what could be done to make change happen between the years 2022-2025.

The 3 breakout tables and the series are gaining pace and audience numbers. 
In future dialogues, there will be two additional tables: Compost (Creation and 
Education) and Monitoring (Metrics and Evaluation).

Table 5 Monitoring Table 4 Compost

locally via nature positive production which in turn shall help restore our 
freshwater health too—SDG 14, Life Below Water.

 Table 2 at the time of writing is determining their first wheel spoke FSD 
date and again we shall report on results. 

3. Table 3 – Food Sovereignty 

 This table was led by a new Facilitator who took the view to understand 
participant backgrounds and skill-sets first. We had a scribe unable to 
attend at the last minute, so our Convener was Scribe. 

 The main subject focused on was ensuring the most nutrient dense food is 
produced locally and purchased locally and that is it is easily accessible at 
affordable prices for all. 

 Important feedback linking SDG 12 to Action Track 3 is “shifting from a 
volunteer space to an economic space is essential for longevity and viability 
financially”.  

 This eventuality led to a shift in focus to the economic and business 
frameworks which shall help communities function this way. Also an 
additional Table Topic developed being Compost Creation and Education 
which linked this Table’s efforts with Table 1’s (Food waste). 

 Due to demand of interest and workload being understood, we have 
progressed from 3 to 5 tables with separate and yet connected focuses/
kaupapa. Each table will have its subsequent wheel spoke FSD’s for tables 
3, 4 and 5, which will take place in July/August and outcomes shall be 
reported.

 Table 3: Food Sovereignty
 Self-Determined food growing is to encompass selling and buying 

techniques with metrics benefiting both people growing and buying food.

 Table 4: Compost (Creation and Education)
 Both compost creation and education will be the focus of this table.

   Table 5: Monitoring (Metrics and Evaluation)
 In the work done by table 3, a strong emphasis was put on the ‘growing 

need’ for metrics. This syncs perfectly with the Food System SUMMIT 
Synthesis Report, April 2021 (page 7) where a major focus established 
is the need for monitoring and evaluation functionality. Hence we have 
opened up Table 5. Both metrics and evaluation techniques will be the 
focus of this table. 

Mauri ora
Anna Mayne

6

https://summitdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/April-Interim-Synthesis-Report_FSS-Independent-Dialogues_.pdf
https://summitdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/April-Interim-Synthesis-Report_FSS-Independent-Dialogues_.pdf
https://www.agrestore.co.nz/site_files/20752/upload_files/AgRESTOREtm_WhywecreatedtheNandPReductionPathwayTM-tformatt(1)(1).pdf?dl=1
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1 Food Waste Reduction
How do we get key players in the food supply chain to adopt the 
internationally recognised Target, Measure and Act approach 
to reduce food waste in Aotearoa between 2022-2025?

Key points from Facilitator’s Official Feedback Form

New priority actions since the March 2021 FSSD
1. Government:  Making available food waste focused funding streams (once 

it is clearly defined—see Immediate Actions, No. 1 below). 

2. Business: Promote maintenance of profitability and innovation.

3. Community: Restoring the mana of food (mana means prowess/respected 
by all).

4. Community: Food redistribution to people supported e.g. food rescue.

5. Government & Community: Education in schools on food waste reduction.

Immediate Actions for Table 1
1. NZ Food Waste Champions 12.3 is writing to government to progress a 

national baseline measurement and to issue a “food waste” definition.

2. A follow-up call was held on 16 July 2021 to brainstorm how to support 
food waste innovation initiatives. The group are considering a hackathon 
in 2022 as part of the NZ Food Waste Summit, with a specific focus on 
“upcycling”.  

3. The facilitator has connected those on Table 1 with opportunities to support 
the Love Food Hate Waste campaign. 

 Note from Convener: Could the narrative possibly be changed from ‘hate’ to ‘heed.  Right 
now we are realising that good clean water is more precious than gold where this old 
adage rings true like never before: ‘one person’s waste is another person’s gold’.   

 Food waste ➺ compost has a major role to play in restored soil and waterway 
health too, enter SDG14 – Life below water. 

The Facilitator was also involved in Government Dialogues where food waste 
was discussed. She wrote a summary blog on the top 10 takeaways from all the 
dialogues she was involved in.   

Collective Aim

The first ‘Wheel Spoke FSSD’ for Table 1 is happening on Friday July 16th 2021 
and we shall provide feedback as to results.

Facilitator Discussion Group Template

Date of Dialogue 18 June 2021, 9am-12noon

Title of Dialogue Focusing our Lens on SDG12
Name of Facilitator Tessa Vincent Group No. 1 No. of Participants. 7
Name of Scribe Lisa Busch
Discussion Topic Continuation of discussion on actions to reduce food waste in Aotearoa 

between 2022-2025.
Participatory Reading/s:
The Food Waste Reduction Roadmap or at least the high-level summary tables on pages 55-61. https://
www.nzchampions123.org/resources

Feedback on summary report from March dialogue?
• First, we built on previous dialogue under headings govt/business/community as to what priority 

actions each of these key players can take.
• Next, we developed these priority actions by referring to successful examples (both nationally 

and internationally) and then promoting ideas for change.
• Key themes for progress – collaboration and innovation.
• Note: new priority actions, since the March dialogue, are in green.
• Note: immediate actions/ next steps are in red.

Government

• An agreed definition on what is “food waste”.
° NZ Food Waste Champions’ have released a Food Waste Reduction Roadmap, that refers to 

an international definition and the urgency of releasing a definition.
• Measure food waste to create a national baseline and track progress:

° AFRA is implementing a “Food Rescue Impact” project and will be measuring the baseline of 
food rescue at national scale in NZ.

° NZ Food Waste Champions is writing to government to progress national baseline 
measurement at a wider scale, and to issue a “food waste” definition.

• Making available food waste focused funding streams:
° Funding is needed for food waste data to be measured and innovation to happen.
° NZ Food Waste Champions is writing to government to suggest a separate Food Waste 

Innovation $3M Fund out of MPI SFFF Fund.
° Govt should ensure a cross-over of initiatives with food security & food waste. Support for 

food security could be a good channel for education on food waste.
° Local government has a role in funding local initiatives (WMF etc). Perhaps treat local 

government as separate from central government in expectations for action.
Business

• Funding and sign up to a business voluntary commitment:
° Consider using Sustainable is Attainable (SiA) initiative (regional initiative in Canterbury) as a 

template for national roll out. Collaboration is key to the success of SiA.
° SiA business also working with R&D alongside these agreements.
° There is a data gathering benefit through this process. SiA companies are measuring data 

on food waste to landfill. We need to inspire an openness to sharing data and normalising 
measurement.

° Funding needed (both private and government) to support a Voluntary Commitment and 
the actions within.

https://www.nzchampions123.org/post/aotearoa-food-systems-summit-dialogues
https://www.nzchampions123.org/resources
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/funding-rural-support/sustainable-food-fibre-futures/
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2 Better Nutrition for Better Health
Between the years of 2022-2025 how do we get the most 
accurate data on what the people of Aotearoa are eating, 
where they’re eating and what the challenges are to ensure 
that all solutions focused to improve the food security and 
nutrition are data-driven and measurable?

Key points from Facilitator’s Official Feedback Form

The table “agreed to refer to the FAO definition of sustainability to ensure that 
we take into consideration environmental, social and economic factors, rather 
than just being driven by the price on the product for the end user”. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) defines 
sustainable development as “the management and conservation of the natural 
resource base, and the orientation of technological and institutional change in 
such a manner as to ensure the attainment and continued satisfaction of human 
needs for present and future generations. Such sustainable development (in 
the agriculture, forestry, and fisheries sectors) conserves land, water, plant and 
animal genetic resources, is environmentally non-degrading, technologically 
appropriate, economically viable and socially acceptable”. More here.

The feedback form writes: “A briefing document will be collated for the table, 
which will enable the table member to take this to their organisations”, ultimately 
for commitment across the growing network of stakeholders to get the 2022-
2025 task achieved. 

This document will be:

➺ A one pager on what data we need and what it would be used for.

➺ Information on data use and who is going to be analysing it.

➺ Information on confidentiality, ethics and commercial sensitivity.

➺ Timeline and milestones about when we want the information by.

It was excellent to read this addition to the Feedback Form meaning participants 
are taking accountability for delivering results to their Table at the next wheel 
spoke FSD. The series is well in action now and this is exciting for all involved as 
the 2022-2025 aims are clearly defined and are in motion to being achieved. 

Individual Actions:
➺ Determine process of adding questions into the census.
➺ Determine whether any of this work can be supported by Institutes.

• Promote maintenance of profitability and innovation:
° Food waste needs to be seen as part of a sustainable business model or a business opportunity 

in itself.
° Food waste tracking and strategy should be part of business strategy - instead it is currently 

built into margins and not discussed.
° Food Waste Innovation Challenge/Hack - Make food waste interesting and an exciting science 

or technology innovation challenge with prizes etc. Could receive sponsorship/partnership 
prizes. This Rabobank “hackathon” could serve as an example. Immediate action to arrange 
a follow-up call on brainstorming how we support food waste innovation initiatives.

° Upcycled food is becoming a new trend and certification has lifted innovation.
° Consider impact investing in the climate space and particularly on food waste reduction.
° Be innovative in the way the community can be integrated with food businesses – e.g. food 

waste volunteers coming into businesses.
• Business case study successes highlighted and celebrated:

° NZ Food Waste Champions’ Roadmap examples—Food Waste Reduction Roadmap
° LegaSea & Kai Ika
° Work-place activities e.g. Blue Borridge

Community

• Restoring the mana of food:
° Iwi are engaged through a collaborative approach to recognise indigenous wisdom, traditional 

food systems and the growing of kai from healthy whenua.
° Embedding Kaitiakitanga, ngā nuinga and whanau haouri.

• Support for consumer awareness campaigns:
° Love Food Hate Waste campaign backed. Immediate action to connect those who joined this 

call with opportunities to support the LFHW campaign.
° Consider a partnership with GenLess?
° Webinars and podcasts on food waste reduction.
° Supermarket campaigns e.g. Countdown’s Odd Bunch.
° Local government campaigns e.g. Waipai DC.
° International campaigns e.g. Too Good to Go best before dates; “Old me, new me”
° Ugly food Instagram campaign – ugly food into “instagramable” dish.

• Food redistribution to people supported e.g. food rescue:
° Raise awareness of food redistribution e.g. art installations?

• Education in schools:
° Build on existing initiatives: EnviroSchools – requires significant funding
° Could there be an EnviroTeacher or bring in composting external educators.
° Consider engaging student reps who really care.
° Future Living Skills education.
° Backing Māori initiatives to restore the mana of food.
° Intergenerational nature of food – old and new generation learning about how to use food 

well.
° Schools are difficult investment unless change is normalised.

• Urban farming and composting developed and funded:
° Start with the schools (see above educational initiatives).

http://www.fao.org/3/ai388e/AI388E05.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCAuKj_if-4
https://www.nzchampions123.org/resources
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➺ See how universities can be engaged with the projects to get the manpower 
to deliver on this work.

➺ See what can be added into the market insights that industry run every 6 
months.

Table 2 have established that questions for 2023 have already closed and so 
someone has been charged with ensuring the 2028 Census is utilised well for this 
need, as this will roll over into the new 2026-2029’s workload. 

Table 2’s first ‘Wheel Spoke FSSD’ date is yet to be decided by the Facilitator and 
we shall provide feedback as to results. 

Facilitator Discussion Group Template

Date of Dialogue 18 June 2021, 9am-12noon

Title of Dialogue Better Nutrition for Better Health
Name of Facilitator Nickie Hursthouse Group No. 2 No. of Participants. 9
Name of Scribe Lisa Busch
Discussion Topic A continuation of the dialogue from March 2020 which began with the 

below discussion topic:

• Between the years of 2022-2025 how do we get the most accurate data 
on what the people of Aotearoa are eating, where they’re eating and 
what the challenges are to ensure that all solutions focused to improve 
the food security and nutrition are data-driven and measurable?

Participatory Reading/s:
Pages 22-29 of the paper: PeopleReport-2019-Dec-2019_for-web.pdf
What actions in next 3 years will have greatest impact on the Discussion topic?

• Collate the food and nutrition data across all areas in New Zealand to see where we have adequate 
data, where there are overlaps to promote collaboration and to see where the gaps are.

The collected data would ideally include:
1. Purchasing habits at a household level from commercial supermarket data showing:

a. Proportions of what is in the basket - fresh fruit and vegetables, meat, dairy and packaged 
foods

b. Regional differences
c. Averages as well as variation

2. Where else outside of the commercial supermarkets are people getting food from, i.e. fishing, 
hunting, farmers market, crop swaps, food banks, home grown

3. What are the barriers to accessing nutritious food and how do these differ across the regions?
4. What are the nutrients of concern in New Zealand, why and what is being done about this?

a. For example - iron is a nutrient of concern during pregnancy. The cost of iron deficiency 
anaemia in the hospital system is the end of the line. It is important to track high iron foods 
and assess intake in the at risk populations. In addition, tracking reliance on iron supplements 
vs food sources of iron.

5. An update on all food/nutrition research being done by Universities across the country
6. Data on the lunch in schools programme—Ka ora ka ako—how were these schools chosen and 

the evaluation on the impact this programme has had on learning and behaviours.
7. Data collected in schools on food intake, food access and barriers. 
8. Publicly available data sets from MPI, MOH and on food insecurity in New Zealand. Data from the 

MPI total diet study to help assess nutrient adequacy from nutrient levels in food. This includes 
data on contamination and residues.

9. Use of the FAO definition of sustainability when looking at each of these areas.

• Determine the gaps from the collated data and prepare a plan as to how this information can 
be obtained accurately and efficiently.

Potential avenues for further data collection:
1.  2028 Census (questions for the 2023 census have closed).

a. What are New Zealanders eating and what are the barriers?
2.  Ministry of Health Annual health survey

a. Propose an improvement to the section on food to ask targeted food and nutrition questions

• Assess how the environment around us has impacted on these problems and how to resolve 
them

For example:
1.  Regarding land use changes—what has changed in land use and with a large focus on meat and 

dairy, we are more reliant on imports. Yet need to determine the impact overall with regards to 
sustainability (social, environmental, and economics) that a focus on local food systems would have.

2.  Reviewing what we can produce domestically and whether this meets both requirements and 
demands.
a. Determine the difference between the eater’s nutritional requirements vs the eater’s food 

demands.
b. Determine whether the food we can produce domestically is diverse enough to fulfil a healthy 

diet
c. Determine how particular foods can be produced in a more cost effective way.

3. Determine if there is any way to link with the Pacific Islands around food production to reduce 
carbon miles, maize production for example.

How will it be possible to tell if these actions are being successful?
• The collation of data above will ensure we are then able to focus on key issues and data gaps. 

It will help with increased transparency, increased collaboration and reduce duplication in 
work across the country.

• The collection of data above will also help with advocacy to improve the nutrition status, food 
access and food security of New Zealanders.

For example, this will help to advocate for:
° sustainable food production in New Zealand.
° a reduction of barriers - distribution and access (i.e. poverty etc).
° availability of nutrients that stay in New Zealand.
° commercial entities to shift to local suppliers.
° nutrient dense food for all New Zealanders.
° a change to the conversation around protection of land for growing produce.
° incentives for farmers to diversify their farm.

https://www.sdg.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Final_PeopleReport-2019-Dec-2019_for-web.pdf
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3 Food Sovereignty
Between the years of 2022-2025, how do we activate, 
enable, connect and charge-up communities to create some 
resilience in the face of the significant change we face.

Key points from Facilitator’s Official Feedback Form

Maramatanga / Learning

➺ Food production is a climate change mitigation strategy and has to be 
recognised for its contribution.

➺ Eco system recovery is a direct result of methods used that restore 
Papatūānuku (Earth Mother).

➺ To feed the population, our population has to eat local as much as possible 
to financially support local food growers – as a Province what do we eat, 
what do we grow, what do we actually need to bring in?

➺ Holistic approach to growing food – what does this mean for people?

➺ Success is good compost for growing, local compost for local food 
(Intersection: Table 1).

➺ Is your growing approach enhancing Papatūānuku or diminishing her?

➺ Empower individuals / increase mentorship / encourage participation.

➺ Value food and compost production as academic subjects.

➺ Links people back to the whenua and ecosystem health. 

➺ Important to shift the language, ( restore, together, climate mitigation).

Meeting Climate Change Measures

➺ Where are the metrics / How do we share these?

➺ How are we measuring this?

➺ Testing and proving the mitigation measures.

Business

Shifting from a volunteer space to an economic space is essential for longevity 
and viability financially.  

What are the divergences that are revealed and how to manage them?
• Defining what healthy is when it comes to food

° The group will work to find a framework for this

• Commercial sensitivity
° The data requested is not identifying brands or areas of commercial sales. We are looking at 

the food groups and proportions of sales from each.
• Balance between economic sustainability vs sustainability from environmental and social 

perspective too
° To overcome this the table agreed to refer to the FAO definition of sustainability to ensure 

that we take into consideration environmental, social and economic factors, rather than just 
being driven by the price on the product for the end user.

What contributions will our organisations make?
• A briefing document will be collated for the table, which will enable the table member to take 

this to their organisations.
This document will be:

° A 1 pager on what data we need and what it would be used for.
° Information on data use and who is going to be analysing it.
° Information on confidentiality, ethics and commercial sensitivity.
° Timeline and milestones about when we want the information by.

Each member of the group can then take this document to their organisations to commit to bringing 
it together.

• Engage further stakeholders
° Further representation is needed to ensure table 2 is reflective of the food and nutrition sector 

in New Zealand: Foodstuffs, NIHI (Nutritrack data), National Food Strategy Framework,  
Horticulture NZ / United Fresh, Kore Hiakai Collective, Consumer voice - education sector, 
eater, teenagers, MOH, MOE, MFAT, MPI, Soil expert.

• Individual actions
° determine process of adding questions into the census.
° determine whether any of this work can be supported by Institutes moving forward.
° to see how Universities can be engaged with the projects to get the man power to deliver on 

this work.
° to see what can be added into the market insights that industry run every 6 months.

Collective Aim

Priority ‘Targets’ and ‘Measurements’ on a 1 pager shall be decided at the next wheel 
spoke FSD to be held in July/August 2021 in preparation to seek funding to be able 
to ‘Act’. Talks to be included in the NZ National Food Strategy will also begin.
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Gaps

Government are finally catching up with NGO’s—how can we make this easier 
and be visible so funding is allocated to local grower and buyer frameworks that 
are relevant and appropriate and let communities decide. 

Indigenous Responses

Food insecurity among communities is a direct result of poor or inadequate 
social policies, systemic inequalities across generations and a clear indication of 
exclusion, marginalisation and failed interventions.  

➺ Challenging inequity through institutional racism and cultural biased 
paradigms, are we addressing questions of equity?  (SDG 10 – Reduced 
Inequalities).

➺ 80% of biodiversity is protected by Indigenous peoples worldwide yet only 
10% of that is in land title.

➺ Holistic approaches for Māori  include Hua parakore  that are not restricted 
to the land, e.g., food from the moana, awa, ngahere (sea, rivers, forests).

➺ Land grabbing is still a threat today even in Aotearoa—globally our 
indigenous brothers and sisters are being murdered for defending their 
land.

➺ He kai he rongoā he rongoā he kai—“food is our medicine and medicine 
is our food”.

Convenors Note: Hua Parakore (from March 16th 2021, Hua Parakore is a food 
verification system and the only indigenous one in the world, which provides 6 
principles that connect us to the land and the land to us). All of these kaupapa 
(principles) are interconnected and drawn from the māramatanga (Māori 
knowledge) continuum. 

➺ Biggest threat to food sovereignty is synthetic biology.

➺ Moving away from the right to food as a charity response to a basic human 
right.

➺ As Tiriti partners Government are reminded of their duty to protect Ngā hua 
Māori which includes taonga (Māori products including national treasures).

Reduced inequalities SDG 10 has been picked up on and included as a direct 
result of having indigenous peoples input in our dialogue who are brave enough 
to say it how it is. To support this strength, let us remember what Dr Agnes 

Kalibata, Special Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General for the 2021 
FSSD advocates,  “we must have courageous conversations”. Only by taking 
courage and identifying actual barriers to needed shifts, or gaps that need filling, 
will game changing ideas and initiatives too be identified and actioned. 

Collective Aim

Due to demand of interest and workload of the core issues being understood 
and addressed, we have gone from 3 to 5 tables now with separate and yet 
connected focuses/kaupapa. The subsequent wheel spoke FSD’s for both tables 
3, 4 and 5 will take place in July/August and outcomes shall be reported.

Table 3: Food Sovereignty

Self-determined food growing is to encompass selling and buying techniques.

Table 4: Compost (Creation and Education)

Compost is the common denominator between tables 1, 2 and 3. 

This table shall define it’s 2022-2025 goal when it first meets. 

Table 5: Monitor (Metrics and Evaluation)

In the work done by table 3, a strong emphasis was put on the ‘growing need’ for 
metrics. This syncs perfectly with the Food System SUMMIT Synthesis Report, 
April 2021 (page 6) where a major focus established is the need for monitoring 
and evaluation functionality. Hence we have opened up Table 5. Both metrics 
and evaluation techniques will be the focus of this table. 

This table shall define it’s 2022-2025 goal when it first meets. 

https://summitdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/April-Interim-Synthesis-Report_FSS-Independent-Dialogues_.pdf
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Facilitator Discussion Group Template

Date of Dialogue 18 June 2021, 9am-12noon

Title of Dialogue Focusing our Lens on SDG12 Responsible Consumption & Production & 
Action Track 3 - nature positive production

Name of Facilitator Moko Morris Group No. 3 No. of Participants. 12 
(8 absent)

Name of Scribe Anna Mayne
Discussion Topic Continuation of discussion on actions to increase food sovereignty in 

Aotearoa between 2022-2025, (growing local food to feed local people)
Participatory Reading/s:
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) are important to our global commitment. To build an 
alliance to advance these, Hui e! have been facilitating online hui to explore how this could work. Please 
join us in making progress at a national and local level. The Voluntary National Review of the SDG’s, The 
Peoples report can be found here. Please refer to pages 84 - 87 for reference to kai (food).

Feedback on summary report from March dialogue?
Our Facilitator for Table 3 for 26th March, 2021 (Angela Clifford, CEO of eat nz) was asked to go and 
help the NZ Govt FSSD’s and so in light of that our Convener established myself as the new Facilitator 
for Table 3. I took the approach to get to know and understand participants opinions and ideas to 
strengthen the work already done in March 2021.

Whanaugatanga / Relationships

Attendees introduced themselves and gave a brief overview of the mahi they are doing, where they 
are located and issues they are facing. A wide range of people in attendance with robust ideas for 
discussion.

Maramatanga / Learning

• Food production is a climate change mitigation strategy and has to be recognised for its 
contribution.

• Eco system recovery is a direct result of methods used that restore Papatūānuku.
• To feed the population, our population has to eat local as much as possible to financially support 

local food growers – as a Province what do we eat, what do we grow, what do we actually need 
to bring in?

• Holistic approach to growing food – what does this mean for people?
• Success is good compost for growing, local compost for local food.
• Is your growing approach enhancing Papatūānuku or diminishing her.
• Empower individuals / increase mentorship / encourage participation.
• Value food and compost production as academic subjects.
• Links people back to the whenua and ecosystem health.
• Important to shift the language, ( restore, together, climate mitigation).

Meeting Climate Change Measures

• Where are the metrics / How do we share these?
• How are we measuring this?
• Testing and proving the mitigation measures

We say we are restoring the soil? But are we, how do we know this, what measures are we taking to 
provide evidence of this? On a small scale are we measuring our data, how much is being restored. 
Possible to grow food for people and for the soil at the same time.

$ value on what health is and how good food is contributing to improved health statistics—or is it?

Government finally catching up to NGO’s and looking at ways to support, often funds are allocated 
without much thought and rushed (e.g., lunches in schools)

Local context:

What works in one area might not work in another, essential to network locally and understand local 
conditions, people, needs and realities.

Grow locally, source locally, sell locally.

What do we eat, what do we grow?

Do you know your community, who is not at the table? Who needs to be at the table and how do we 
keep a space for them?

Regional cohesion is good for networking and keeping up to date but local cohesion is essential.

Business

Shifting from a volunteer space to an economic space is essential for longevity and viability financially.

Food production is really badly paid, hard to grow good food and have the true cost of food valued. 
Connecting growers with buyers without the pressure, e.g., CSA models—where CSA stands for 
Community Supported Agriculture.

Big gap needed in speaking the language of businesses and moving towards a business model, need 
financially stable frameworks, valuing what we are doing and providing, less reliance on Government, 
business language fatigue, we must exist within that system and take it to the next level.

Upscale for economies of scale in our growing and selling local food efforts. Innovating how these 
systems are running and making them more effective. Multiple models/frameworks to look at and 
invest in.

Full time job writing funding applications most suffer from application fatigue and project-based 
funding rather than long term investments.

Missing link between business and NGO where mutually mana enhancing outcomes can be achieved 
together, how do we address this?

Where Are The Gaps

• Urban farm alliances
• Digital platforms that encourage sharing of resources, access to information, reliable and proven 

data measurement tools
• Growing and selling techniques and mechanisms. Context is everything, what works in one area 

may not suit another community.
• Government are finally catching up with NGO’s—how can we make this easier and be visible so 

funding is allocated to local grower and buyer frameworks that are relevant and appropriate and 
let communities decide. Anything in excess can be sold to existing sellers in towns and cities.

Key Points

• Nutrients and climate change
• Tragic role of environmentalist
• Basic level of supply and demand
• Platform for Aotearoa to do something with
• Honouring volunteers
• How much food is diverted to compost production?
• Bio intensive growing
• We all still have so much to learn

https://www.huie.org.nz/news/update-accelerating-the-sdg-progress-through-an-sdg-alliance/
https://www.sdg.org.nz/peoples-report/


2nd Aotearoa Food Systems SUMMIT Dialogues, June 2021

20

2nd Aotearoa Food Systems SUMMIT Dialogues, June 2021

21

Conclusion
This dialogue built off our first dialogue to come up with tangible actions to 
progress change in our food systems in Aotearoa, NZ. For example: 

➺ Food waste: ensuring a definition, measurement, and investment in food 
waste reduction

➺ Better nutrition: collating the data on food and nutrition in NZ and 
determining the gaps. 

➺ Food sovereignty: highlighting indigenous responses as part of food 
sovereignty and creating more working groups on topics of focus e.g. 
composting, monitoring and evaluation.

Through utilising the FSSD framework, we as an Independent Aotearoa FSSD 
have shifted focus from: 

SDG 12 responsible consumption and production and Action Track 2 shift to 
sustainable consumption patterns.

To guiding our work towards: 

➺ SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production,

➺ SDG 14: Life Below Water,

➺ SGD 10: Reduced Inequalities, and

➺ Action Track 3: Nature Positive Production

Dr Agnes Kalibata, Special Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General for the 
2021 Food Systems Summit tells us she is looking for “argument and alignment 
on the dramatic shifts that we know must happen”. Our series is gaining rapid 
traction now and we hope, in due course, they will deliver on helping to assist 
these shifts.  

By opening up this independent FSSD platform for 14 years until the first Friday 
of October 2035, we are showing how grateful we are to Dr David Nabarro and 
his team for thinking outside the square, empowering us by giving us all a chance 
to have a say and help direct our own future. 

Finally, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), is a 
specialised agency of the United Nations, based in Rome. It leads international 
efforts to defeat hunger and improve nutrition and food security. Its Latin motto, 
“fiat panis”, translates to “let there be bread” and in support of the FAO at this time, 
with fervour and hope, our Independent Aotearoa FSSD, embrace Hippocrates’ 
motto: 

“Let food be thy medicine and medicine be thy food”

“He kai he rongoā he rongoā he kai”

Indigenous Responses

Food insecurity among communities is a direct result of poor or inadequate social policies, systemic 
inequalities across generations and a clear indication of exclusion, marginalisation and failed interventions.

• Challenging inequity through institutional racism and cultural biased paradigms, are we 
addressing questions of equity?

• 80% of biodiversity is protected by Indigenous peoples worldwide yet only 10% of that is in land 
title.

• Holistic approaches for Māori include Hua parakore that are not restricted to the land, e.g., food 
from the moana, awa, ngahere.

• Land grabbing is still a threat today even in Aotearoa – Globally our indigenous brothers and 
sisters are being murdered for defending their land.

• He kai he rongoā he rongoā he kai – food is medicine, medicine is food.
• Hua Parakore.
• Biggest threat to food sovereignty is synthetic biology.
• Moving away from the right to food as a charity response to a basic human right.
• As Tiriti partners Government are reminded of their duty to protect Ngā hua Māori, which includes 

taonga.
Our convener suggested that going forward Table 3 – Food Sovereignty should focus on self-determined 
food growing and selling techniques which will include productivity and soil health measurements 
including one raised at our table called the bacteria to fungi ratio. We decided the key idea is how to 
sell locally produced food to local caring people who want to support local food growers. This includes 
the NZ POST idea to possibly deliver orders. Let’s now dive deeper into ‘the business end of selling the 
food locally, so people can have livelihoods growing and selling food—yes—this will ultimately mean 
resilience as locals look after locals—so that if COVID does run wild or another pandemic—we can get 
food and not rely solely on supermarkets and the big supply chains that dominate the food system here.

Following on, we decided we shall now also form Table 4 which shall concentrate on ‘Compost Creation 
and Education’ in our villages, towns, cities, market gardens and then ultimately see it also being made 
on large scale dairy farms and orchards.

All actions are in the ‘spirit of continued improvement’.

Future whakaaro: Ideas going forward

• People want to be seen, heard and celebrated in the work they are doing but also have access to 
other people’s actions and success.

• How do we use our time effectively in these forums going forward – smaller specific breakout 
groups.

• Network must hold mutual respect as a value, openness to ideas with competing values,  
e.g., Regen / Organic / bio intensive— all our contributions are equally valuable.

• Possibility of working groups based upon common theme areas such as, measuring impacts, 
farmer training, food distribution, large scale composting, Tangata whenua.

• In the spirit of continued improvement, regular meetings to advance our common goals and 
develop agreed upon action plans – but it must be action orientated.

• Building and aligning strategies in our common areas of work.
• Designing to deliver climate action.

He mihi kauawhi kia koutou, ‘he kai he rongoā he rongoā he kai’
‘Thank you all for your support, ‘food is our medicine, and our medicine is food’
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Independent Independent 

Aotearoa Food Systems Aotearoa Food Systems 
SUMMIT DialogueSUMMIT Dialogue

Focusing our Lens on...Focusing our Lens on...
• SDG 12 • SDG 12 (responsible production and consumption)(responsible production and consumption)

• Fast-Track 2  • Fast-Track 2  
(shift to sustainable consumption patterns with 1.5(shift to sustainable consumption patterns with 1.5ooC on our minds)C on our minds)

9am Whakatau/Settling in Period 9am Whakatau/Settling in Period 
9.00am Welcome by Convener, Anna Mayne9.00am Welcome by Convener, Anna Mayne
9.01am Opening Karakia/Mihi/Waiata—E Toru Ngā Mea9.01am Opening Karakia/Mihi/Waiata—E Toru Ngā Mea

9.10am Opening Plenary 9.10am Opening Plenary 
9.10am Joy Dunsheath9.10am Joy Dunsheath
 Federation of United Nations Associations  Federation of United Nations Associations 

9.15am Dr Agnes Kalibator9.15am Dr Agnes Kalibator
 Special Envory for the UN Food Systems Summit Special Envory for the UN Food Systems Summit

9.20am Dr David Nabarro9.20am Dr David Nabarro
 Founder of the Food Systems Dialogue Platform Founder of the Food Systems Dialogue Platform

9.25am Dr Nick Smith—Nutrient Trade & Availability9.25am Dr Nick Smith—Nutrient Trade & Availability
 Riddet Institute  Riddet Institute 

9.30am Nickie Hursthouse—Food & Nutrition for Better Health9.30am Nickie Hursthouse—Food & Nutrition for Better Health
 Dietitian and Table 2 Facilitator  Dietitian and Table 2 Facilitator 

9.35am Jared Hiakita—Between Earth and Sky9.35am Jared Hiakita—Between Earth and Sky
 Local Food Forest Specialist, Hokianga-Far North Local Food Forest Specialist, Hokianga-Far North

9.40am Moko Morris9.40am Moko Morris
 Project Manager, TePuna Oranga o Otaki and Table 3 Facilitator Project Manager, TePuna Oranga o Otaki and Table 3 Facilitator

9.45am Anna Mayne9.45am Anna Mayne  
 Convener—Handover to facilitators, scribes and participants Convener—Handover to facilitators, scribes and participants

9.45am Breakout Tables 9.45am Breakout Tables 
Breakout tables do their work, including any breaks as guided by Breakout tables do their work, including any breaks as guided by 
facilitators. Then at 10.45am, with half an hr to go, a message will flash facilitators. Then at 10.45am, with half an hr to go, a message will flash 
up on the screen. This is time to begin summarising all or any priority up on the screen. This is time to begin summarising all or any priority 
findings/actions and designate some feedback work to participants/findings/actions and designate some feedback work to participants/
scribe where appropriate  to help with your feedback session content. scribe where appropriate  to help with your feedback session content. 

11.15am Refreshment Break11.15am Refreshment Break
Breakout tables finish and merge back to one screen. Attendees break Breakout tables finish and merge back to one screen. Attendees break 
for refreshments or kupa ti.for refreshments or kupa ti.

11.30am Session Feedback11.30am Session Feedback
11.30am Facilitator Feedback Table 1: Tessa Vincent11.30am Facilitator Feedback Table 1: Tessa Vincent

11.40am Facilitator Feedback Table 2: Nickie Hursthouse11.40am Facilitator Feedback Table 2: Nickie Hursthouse

11.50am Facilitator Feedback Table 3: Moko Morris11.50am Facilitator Feedback Table 3: Moko Morris

11.50am Closing Plenary11.50am Closing Plenary
11.50am Thank you by Convener, Anna Mayne11.50am Thank you by Convener, Anna Mayne
11.55am Closing Karakia/Waiata—Te Aroha11.55am Closing Karakia/Waiata—Te Aroha

Friday 

18 June
2021

Zoom  Meeting

9am - 12pm

Event supported by

Table 3 Food Sovereignty

Table 2 Nutrition

Table 1 Waste

Independent 

Aotearoa Food 
Systems SUMMIT  
Dialogue

Event supported by

It is our pleasure to invite you to participate in our 2ndIt is our pleasure to invite you to participate in our 2nd

Join us and collectively we’ll explore how to 
achieve Sustainable Development Goal 12 
(Responsible Production and Consumption) via 
our 3 prongs:

•  Food Waste 

•  Better Nutrition  

•  Food Sovereignty

Together we’re diving deep to progress change!

RSVP by

Tue 8 June
sally@mcfarlanes.nz

Friday 

18 June
2021

Zoom  Meeting

9am - 12pm

Invite Agenda
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 Dialogue Convener: Anna Mayne

 Dialogue Curators: Anna Mayne and Sally McFarlane

 Dialogue Facilitators: Tessa Vincent, Nickie Hursthouse & Moko Morris

 Dialogue Scribes: Amanda Drake, Lisa Busch and Anna Mayne

 Dialogue Digital Support: Max Mahkheri

 Report Editor: Tessa Vincent

 Report Proof Reader: Moko Morris

 Graphics/Report Layout: Sally McFarlane

Aotearoa FSSD Team

Report by Anna Mayne, AgRESTORE
agrestore.co.nz
anna.mayne@agmonitor.co.nz

https://www.agrestore.co.nz/
https://www.agrestore.co.nz/
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